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Strategy: Identifying Similarities and Differences 

Text: Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 

Compare and Contrast the three sets of lovers in the play. (Character Analysis) 
Athenian lovers—Theseus & Hippolyta

Fairy lovers—Oberon & Titania

Young lovers—Helena, Hermia & Demetrius, Lysander 

	Characteristics
	Young lovers
	Athenian lovers
	Fairy lovers
	
	

	Length/place in relationship


	Beginning 
Courtship/dating
	Engaged to be married soon
	married a long time
	Similarities
The young lovers and the Fairy lovers have known their partners for a while. 
Differences
The Athenian lovers have known each other less time than the young lovers, but they are engaged to be married.  


	

	Reason for fighting/ not agreeing with each other


	-Miscommunication

-Parents interfering

-Insecurity/fear
	-Hippolyta was taken by Theseus at war. 

-She is not excited about upcoming marriage.
	-Fighting over Indian boy

-Oberon’s jealousy

-Getting revenge on each other
	Similarities

Helena, Hippolyta, and Oberon all have anxiety and fear over the changes that have occurred or are occurring in their relationship. 

Differences
The young lovers have a much lower maturity level than the others which may contribute to their problems. 

	


Thought questions for discussion after completing the chart: 

Does age have anything to do with the relationship? 

Were the lovers fighting because of maturity level, length of relationship, or age?

Which couples fight the most? Which couples are the most stable? 

How do they change/grow throughout the play? 

Which character do you relate to? 

Which character or pair of lovers would audiences in Shakespeare’s time relate to?   
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Directions:  Fill in the chart with characteristics about each set of lovers. 
In the last column, write complete sentences describing similarities and differences. 
Young lovers—Helena, Hermia & Demetrius, Lysander 

Athenian lovers—Theseus & Hippolyta

Fairy lovers—Oberon & Titania

	( Characteristics   
	Young lovers
	Athenian lovers
	Fairy lovers
	(Use Complete Sentences) 

	Length/place in relationship

(ie: together a long time, dating, married,…etc)


	
	
	
	Similarities

Differences



	Reason for fighting/ not agreeing with each other

(ie: jealousy, revenge, wants to steal something from another, …etc)


	
	
	
	Similarities

Differences




