BOOK LIST

High School English Language Arts

1. Achebe, Chinua. (1994). Things Fall Apart. Anchor. 
· 12th grade 

· Historic fiction/ world history/ African history readers 

· “One of Chinua Achebe's many achievements in his acclaimed first novel, Things Fall Apart, is his relentlessly unsentimental rendering of Nigerian tribal life before and after the coming of colonialism. First published in 1958, just two years before Nigeria declared independence from Great Britain, the book eschews the obvious temptation of depicting pre-colonial life as a kind of Eden. Instead, Achebe sketches a world in which violence, war, and suffering exist, but are balanced by a strong sense of tradition, ritual, and social coherence. His Ibo protagonist, Okonkwo, is a self-made man. The son of a charming ne'er-do-well, he has worked all his life to overcome his father's weakness and has arrived, finally, at great prosperity and even greater reputation among his fellows in the village of Umuofia. Okonkwo is a champion wrestler, a prosperous farmer, husband to three wives and father to several children.” http://www.amazon.com/Things-Fall-Apart-Chinua-Achebe/dp/0385474547 

· This book is a great example of the effects of British colonialism on Nigeria. This book tells a lot about the colonization of England and the effects it had on those that England was overtaking. This is also a great book to show symbols and how the author used them to symbolize England vs. the colonists. 
2. Adams, Douglas. (1995). The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. Seattle: Del Rey Books. 

· 9th-10th grade   

· Science fiction/ fantasy 

· “Join Douglas Adams's hapless hero Arthur Dent as he travels the galaxy with his intrepid pal Ford Prefect, getting into horrible messes and generally wreaking hilarious havoc. Dent is grabbed from Earth moments before a cosmic construction team obliterates the planet to build a freeway. You'll never read funnier science fiction; Adams is a master of intelligent satire, barbed wit, and comedic dialogue. The Hitchhiker's Guide is rich in comedic detail and thought-provoking situations and stands up to multiple reads. Required reading for science fiction fans, this book (and its follow-ups) is also sure to please fans of Monty Python, Terry Pratchett's Discworld series, and British sitcoms.” http://www.amazon.com/Hitchhikers-Guide-Galaxy-Douglas-Adams/dp/0345391802
· This book encompasses many tenants of science fiction works. This is an interesting book that kids will enjoy reading and learn the typical form of a science fiction book. 
3. Angelou, Maya. (1983). I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. New York City: Bantam. 
· Grade 10 and up 

· autobiography 

· “In this first of five volumes of autobiography, poet Maya Angelou recounts a youth filled with disappointment, frustration, tragedy, and finally hard-won independence. Sent at a young age to live with her grandmother in Arkansas, Angelou learned a great deal from this exceptional woman and the tightly knit black community there. These very lessons carried her throughout the hardships she endured later in life, including a tragic occurrence while visiting her mother in St. Louis and her formative years spent in California--where an unwanted pregnancy changed her life forever.” http://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Caged-Bird-Sings/dp/0553279378
· This autobiography mentions other literary works such as The Great Gatsby. She also mentions literary terms such as symbols, morality and historical context. This book would best be read when discussing historical movements that correlate with literature such as the African American writings. This book can be used to discuss narrative technique, word choice, and life themes such as motherhood, racial pride, rape, and honesty. 
4. Bronte, Charlotte. (1997). Jane Eyre. New York City: Signet Classics. 
· 9th grade and up 

· Dark gothic romance 

· “Early responses to Jane Eyre, first published in 1847, were mixed. Some held the book to be anti-Christian, others were disturbed by a heroine so proud, self-willed, and essentially unfeminine. The modern reader may well have trouble understanding what all the fuss was about. On the surface a fairly conventional Gothic romance (poor orphan governess is hired by rich, brooding Byronic hero-type), Jane Eyre hardly seems the stuff from which revolutions are made. But the story is very much about the nature of human freedom and equality, and if Jane was seen as something of a renegade in nineteenth-century England, it is because her story is that of a woman who struggles for self-definition and determination in a society that too often denies her that right. But self-determination does not mean untrammeled freedom for men or women. Rochester, that thorny masculine beast whom Jane eventually falls for, is a man who sets his own laws and manipulates the lives of those around him; before he can enter into a marriage of equals with Jane he must undergo a spiritual transformation. Should the lesson sound dry, it's not. Jane Eyre is full of drama: fires, storms, attempted murder, and a mad wife conveniently stashed away in the attic.”  http://www.amazon.com/Jane-Signet-Classics-Charlotte-Bront%C3%AB/dp/0451526554 
· This is the best example of post-romantic gothic fiction for students to discuss this period of literary history and understand the tenants of this time period. This novel shows relationships between men and women which is a universal discussion theme. It also addresses themes of personal integrity and the conflict between reason and passion. 
5. Card, Orson Scott. (1994). Ender’s Game. New York City: Tor Science Fiction. 
· 11th grade 

· science fiction/ fantasy 
· “Intense is the word for Ender's Game. Aliens have attacked Earth twice and almost destroyed the human species. To make sure humans win the next encounter, the world government has taken to breeding military geniuses -- and then training them in the arts of war... The early training, not surprisingly, takes the form of 'games'... Ender Wiggin is a genius among geniuses; he wins all the games... He is smart enough to know that time is running out. But is he smart enough to save the planet?” http://www.amazon.com/Enders-Game-Ender-Book-1/dp/0812550706 

· This is an example of a science fiction work and can be used to illustrate the “American Plain Style” writing. 

6. Dickens, Charles. (1997). A Tale of Two Cities. New York City: Signet Classics. 
· 10th grade

· Historical fiction/ classic Dickens’ work 

· “Novel by Charles Dickens, published both serially and in book form in 1859. The story is set in the late 18th century against the background of the French Revolution. Although Dickens borrowed from Thomas Carlyle's history, The French Revolution, for his sprawling tale of London and revolutionary Paris, the novel offers more drama than accuracy. The scenes of large-scale mob violence are especially vivid, if superficial in historical understanding. The complex plot involves Sydney Carton's sacrifice of his own life on behalf of his friends Charles Darnay and Lucie Manette. While political events drive the story, Dickens takes a decidedly antipolitical tone, lambasting both aristocratic tyranny and revolutionary excess--the latter memorably caricatured in Madame Defarge, who knits beside the guillotine. The book is perhaps best known for its opening lines, "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times," and for Carton's last speech, in which he says of his replacing Darnay in a prison cell, "It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that I go to, than I have ever known."  http://www.amazon.com/Tale-Two-Cities-Signet-Classics/dp/0451526562 
· This is a classic book that every high school student should read to be educated on Dickens’ writing. It gives detailed information on the French Revolution so it would appeal to history buffs. There is a lot of symbolism with the French Revolution and the nature of sinful man which is a universal topic that can spawn conversation about current events in the students’ lives. 
7. Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan. (2001). The Hound of the Baskervilles. New York City: Signet Classics.  
· 12th grade/ AP 

· Mystery/ suspense 
· “The Baskerville family had a myth that haunted them for ages. When it finally comes true, Mr. Sherlock Holmes must come to the rescue. The Baskerville myth of a dog that kills all descendants of the Baskervilles at night on the moor has haunted the family for ages. So, when Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead on the moor, everyone assumes it was the hound. Sir Henry, who is Sir Charles' nephew, comes and inherits the estate with Holmes closely watching. Sir Henry meets the Stapletons, a young couple that are his closest neighbors, and begins to fall in love with Ms. Stapleton. Holmes puts Sir Henry's life at stake at the end of the book, and they catch the culprit in the act. This book is an excellent read that would be the perfect story to read when you can't decide between a mystery and an adventure.” http://www.amazon.com/Hound-Baskervilles-Anniversary-Signet-Classics/dp/0451528018 

· This is a great book to show the use of language and how that works together with the topic to create unity in the novel. This can be read with one of Poe’s shorter works to compare the two types of mystery. 
8. Fitzgerald. F. Scott. (1995). The Great Gatsby. New York City: Scribner.

· 10th grade and up  
· Romance/ historical fiction/ jazz age of 1920s 
· “In 1922, F. Scott Fitzgerald announced his decision to write "something new--something extraordinary and beautiful and simple + intricately patterned." That extraordinary, beautiful, intricately patterned, and above all, simple novel became The Great Gatsby, arguably Fitzgerald's finest work and certainly the book for which he is best known. A portrait of the Jazz Age in all of its decadence and excess, Gatsby captured the spirit of the author's generation and earned itself a permanent place in American mythology. Self-made, self-invented millionaire Jay Gatsby embodies some of Fitzgerald's--and his country's--most abiding obsessions: money, ambition, greed, and the promise of new beginnings. "Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgiastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that's no matter--tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther.... And one fine morning--" Gatsby's rise to glory and eventual fall from grace becomes a kind of cautionary tale about the American Dream.” http://www.amazon.com/Great-Gatsby-F-Scott-Fitzgerald/dp/0684801523 
· This can be read and discuss the character development. The characters are very real and can be looked at through the eyes of students who are trying to understand universal characteristics. It is a love story that is timeless. It is a good example of the Jazz age in the early 1900s. 
· Website with lesson plans for this book: http://www.lessonplanspage.com/more/LASSGG4JazzAge912.html 

9. Frazier, Charles. (1997). Cold Mountain. New York City: Atlantic Monthly Press. 

· 12th grade/ AP 

· Historic fiction/ romance 

· “The hero of Charles Frazier's beautifully written and deeply-imagined first novel is Inman, a disillusioned Confederate soldier who has failed to die as expected after being seriously wounded in battle during the last days of the Civil War. Rather than waiting to be redeployed to the front, the soul-sick Inman deserts, and embarks on a dangerous and lonely odyssey through the devastated South, heading home to North Carolina, and seeking only to be reunited with his beloved, Ada, who has herself been struggling to maintain the family farm she inherited. Cold Mountain is an unforgettable addition to the literature of one of the most important and transformational periods in American history.” http://www.amazon.com/Cold-Mountain-Novel-Charles-Frazier/dp/0871136791 

· This is an example of newer fiction that still can be discussed in relation to older historical fiction dealing with the Civil War era. It can be compared with writings from that time and older writings such as Hemingway’s stories. 
10. Hawthorne, Nathaniel. (1981). The Scarlet Letter. New York City: Bantam Books. 
· 11th grade

· Historical fiction/ history 
· “The Scarlet Letter is truly one of literature's greatest triumphs, its characters and themes reverberating in our collective consciousness more than 150 years after its initial publication. Few novels inspire as much contemplation and feeling on the part of the reader. Hester Prynne, American fiction's first and foremost female heroine continues to haunt this world, inspiring a never-ending stream of scholarly debate. Even in our less puritanical age, some doubtless see her as a villainously great temptress, but to me she is a remarkably brave hero indeed. Her sin is known to all, and she never runs away from it, bearing the scarlet letter on her bosom bravely for all to see; she realizes the true measure of that sin, fretting constantly over the effects it will have on young Pearl, remaining steadfast in her beliefs while at the same time envisioning a new society where women and men can exist on more equal terms, free of the stultifyingly harsh punishments meted out on even the most repentant of souls by Puritanism. She shows her noble spirit by refusing to name her partner in sin and goes so far as to allow the ruthless Roger Chillingworth to torment the man she loves deeply enough to protect him for all time. Little Pearl is somewhat of an enigma, truly manifesting traits of both the imp and the little angel; her questions about the letter her mother wears and the minister who continually holds his hand against his heart reflect an insight that amazes this reader. Chillingworth is a thoroughly black-hearted man; I can certainly understand the blow he sustained as a result of Hester's sin, but his actions and thirst for prolonged revenge on the so-called perpetrator of the wrong he suffered can only be described as roguish and unpalatable.” http://www.amazon.com/Scarlet-Letter-Bantam-Classics/dp/0553210092 
· This story is a good example of the thoughts and feelings of those in the early American times. It gives good discussion topics such as integrity and the views of females in those days. The subject of religion can also be discussed. A character analysis would help understand the details of this book. 
11. Hurston, Zora Neale. (1998). Their Eyes were Watching God. New York City:  Harper Perennial Modern Classics
· 11th grade

· Historical fiction/ African American fiction
· “Of Hurston's fiction, Their Eyes Were Watching God is arguably the best-known and perhaps the most controversial. The novel follows the fortunes of Janie Crawford, a woman living in the black town of Eaton, Florida. Hurston sets up her characters and her locale in the first chapter, which, along with the last, acts as a framing device for the story of Janie's life. Unlike Wright and Ralph Ellison, Hurston does not write explicitly about black people in the context of a white world--a fact that earned her scathing criticism from the social realists--but she doesn't ignore the impact of black-white relations either.” http://www.amazon.com/Their-Eyes-Were-Watching-God/dp/0060931418 

· This book is an example of a book written by an African American. This can provide discussion about race and the changing times and the role of women. 
12. Holt, Kimberly Willis. (2003). When Zachary Beaver Came to Town. New York City: Laurel Leaf. 
· 9th grade

· Fiction/ humorous
· “Summer in the tiny Texas town of Antler is traditionally a time for enjoying Wylie Womack's Bahama Mama snow cones and racking up the pins at Kelly's Bowl-a-Rama, but this year it's not going well for Toby Wilson. His 13-year-old heart has been broken twice: once by his mother, who left him and his father to become a country singer in Nashville, and then again by his crush Scarlett Stalling, the town beauty who barely acknowledges Toby's existence. But when Zachary Beaver, "The World's Fattest Boy," comes to Antler as part of a traveling sideshow, Toby begins to realize that there might just be people who have it worse than him. By reaching out to Zachary in small ways--such as helping him realize his lifelong dream of being baptized--Toby is better able to put his own problems into perspective. At the baptism, Toby finally feels at peace: "Zachary smiles and I wonder if he's feeling different. Because standing here waist deep in Gossimer's Lake... I'm feeling different--light and good and maybe even holy." By summer's end, Toby's friendship with Zachary has provided him with the emotional stamina to begin dealing with his mother's decision and to gracefully accept the fact that Scarlett will forever be just beyond his reach.” http://www.amazon.com/When-Zachary-Beaver-Readers-Circle/dp/0440238412 

· This story can help students look outside their own world and try to understand how each person lives a different life than those they are around. This gives a fresh understanding on empathy and trying to understand others. 
13. Jackson, Shirley. (1982). The Lottery and Other Stories. Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

· 9th grade and up 
· Fiction/ historical fiction 
· “Many people are familiar with the story "The Lottery," but it is just one of many incredible vignettes of life filling this collection. It is hard to understand today why "The Lottery" originally provoked such a strong reaction, yet it still packs a punch for first-time readers. While it does have aspects of horror, the remaining stories are basically literary. "Flower Garden" and "After You, My Dear Alphonse" deal with racism and would seem to be pretty bold statements for the time period (the book was published in 1948); the latter story seems particularly groundbreaking because of the unusual perspective it provides. "Charles" is a humorous yet illuminating look at the behavior of children, while "Afternoon in Linen" is an important statement on why children sometimes behave as they do. Jackson is at her best when describing the disenchanted adult. The helplessness of women is an important theme in many stories; many of the women described here feel helpless and subservient to their husbands, their neighbors, and their community. "Elizabeth" is a fairly long study of how one woman's wishes and dreams remain unfulfilled in later life. The housewife in "Got a Letter From Jimmy" is thoroughly exasperated by her husband's feelings, and since she cannot speak her mind to him, she is forced to fantasize about killing him. In "The Villager" a woman spontaneously chooses to become someone else entirely for a few minutes, and most of Jackson's heroines spend much time contemplating what could have been. In "Of Course," the fact that a new family has a few unorthodox views builds an unbreachable wall between brand-new neighbors. The women in these stories are always wondering what other people think about them and worrying about what others will say about them. Even when a group of women try to do something good to help the less fortunate, it backfires on them in "Come Dance With Me in Ireland." When a female character vacations with her husband in New York in "Pillar of Salt," she soon becomes "lost," afraid, and desperate to return home. "Colloquy" is the shortest story in the collection, but its protagonist speaks for most of Jackson's female characters when she asks whether she alone or the whole world has gone insane.” http://www.amazon.com/Lottery-Other-Stories-Shirley-Jackson/dp/0374516812 

· The Lottery is the most well-known short story. It gives discussion on family, community and traditions. It can be used to help students think what they would do if placed in different circumstances and help them realize they should think critically and not simply follow the crowd. 
14. Junger, Sebastian. (1998). The Perfect Storm. New York City: HarperTorch. 
· 11th grade 

· Nonfiction/ science  

· “Junger's carefully researched and sympathetic book is a mesmerizing chronicle of man's struggle against nature. Davidson's unassuming, slightly nasal tone subtly captures the drollery of the salty New England attitude. "People often get premonitions when they do jobs that could get them killed ... the trick is knowing when to listen to them." He makes listening to The Perfect Storm seem like you're bearing witness to a natural disaster. You're powerless to help, but the awesome spectacle has such an emotional hold that it's nearly impossible to turn away.” http://www.amazon.com/Perfect-Storm-True-Story-Against/dp/006101351X 

· This fiction book can help students who are interested in science lead the discussion. This is a good book to teach students how to dissect each chapter and learn how to take notes and read for comprehension. 
15. Kurson, Robert. (2004). Shadow Divers. New York City: Random House.

· 11th-12th grade

· Nonfiction/ science/ history 
· “This superlative journalistic narrative tells of John Chatterton and Rich Kohler, two deep-sea wreck divers who in 1991 dove to a mysterious wreck lying at the perilous depth of 230 feet, off the coast of New Jersey. Both had a philosophy of excelling and pushing themselves to the limit; both needed all their philosophy and fitness to proceed once they had identified the wreck as a WWII U-boat. As Kurson, a writer for Esquire, narrates in this debut, the two divers next undertook a seven-year search for the U-boat's identity inside the wreck, in a multitude of archives and in a host of human memories. Along the way, Chatterton's diving cost him a marriage, and Kohler's love for his German heritage helped turn him into a serious U-boat scholar. The two lost three of their diving companions on the wreck and their mentor, Bill Nagle, to alcoholism. (Chowdhury's The Last Dive, from HarperPerennial in 2002, covers two of the divers' deaths.) The successful completion of their quest fills in a gap in WWII history-the fate of the Type IX U-boat U-869. Chatterton and Kohler's success satisfied them and a diminishing handful of U-boat survivors. While Kurson doesn't stint on technical detail, lovers of any sort of adventure tale will certainly absorb the author's excellent characterizations, and particularly his balance in describing the combat arm of the Third Reich. Felicitous cooperation between author and subject rings through every page of this rare insightful action narrative. If the publishers are dreaming of another Perfect Storm, they may get their wish. 
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.” 
· http://www.amazon.com/Shadow-Divers-Adventure-Americans-Everything/dp/0375508589 

· This book is similar to A Perfect Storm. It is a nonfiction book which will be of interest to students who like science. This is a good book for students to learn how to do a report and presentation on. 
16. Lee, Harper. (1988). To Kill a Mockingbird. Grand Central Publishing.  
· 12th grade 

· historical fiction 

· “Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young black man accused of raping a white woman. Though her story explores big themes, Harper Lee chooses to tell it through the eyes of a child. The result is a tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, and the pain of growing up.” http://www.amazon.com/Kill-Mockingbird-Harper-Lee/dp/0446310786 

· This book is a good example of a Southern book with a lot of information about the views of African Americans in those times. Some good topics are race, poverty, and the views of oneself. 
17. Miller, Arthur. (2008). The Crucible. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.
· 11th grade 

· Historical fiction 

· “The Crucible, a historical drama, reflects examples of how a dogmatic society's mistrust of nonconformity can result in injustice. As witchcraft accusations fly in Puritan New England, John Proctor must choose between his own personal safety and the truth.” http://www.classzone.com/novelguides/litcons/crucible/guide.cfm 

· This historical play gives a good representation of the Puritan ways. They subject of witchcraft is a topic that the Puritans did not tolerate. In this play, students can see how the thoughts have changed from time period. 
18. Orwell, George.(1961). 1984. New York City: New American Library. 
· 12th grade 

· Political fiction/ historical fiction 
· "Outside, even through the shut window pane, the world looked cold. Down in the street little eddies of wind were whirling dust and torn paper into spirals, and though the sun was shining and the sky a harsh blue, there seemed to be no color in anything except the posters that were plastered everywhere." The year is 1984; the scene is London, largest population center of Airstrip One. Airstrip One is part of the vast political entity Oceania, which is eternally at war with one of two other vast entities, Eurasia and Eastasia. At any moment, depending upon current alignments, all existing records show either that Oceania has always been at war with Eurasia and allied with Eastasia, or that it has always been at war with Eastasia and allied with Eurasia. Winston Smith knows this, because his work at the Ministry of Truth involves the constant "correction" of such records. "'Who controls the past,' ran the Party slogan, 'controls the future: who controls the present controls the past.'" http://www.amazon.com/1984-Signet-Classics-George-Orwell/dp/0451524934 

· This book will allow students to question their ideals and learn to think critically. This is a political book and those students interested in politics or history would enjoy comparing it with the thoughts of today. 
19. Paolini, Christopher. (2003). Eragon Knopf Books for Young Readers. 
· 12th/ AP 

· Fantasy 
· “Here's a great big fantasy that you can pull over your head like a comfy old sweater and disappear into for a whole weekend. Christopher Paolini began Eragon when he was just 15, and the book shows the influence of Tolkien, of course, but also Terry Brooks, Anne McCaffrey, and perhaps even Wagner in its traditional quest structure and the generally agreed-upon nature of dwarves, elves, dragons, and heroic warfare with magic swords. Eragon, a young farm boy, finds a marvelous blue stone in a mystical mountain place. Before he can trade it for food to get his family through the hard winter, it hatches a beautiful sapphire-blue dragon, a race thought to be extinct. Eragon bonds with the dragon, and when his family is killed by the marauding Ra'zac, he discovers that he is the last of the Dragon Riders, fated to play a decisive part in the coming war between the human but hidden Varden, dwarves, elves, the diabolical Shades and their neanderthal Urgalls, all pitted against and allied with each other and the evil King Galbatorix. Eragon and his dragon Saphira set out to find their role, growing in magic power and understanding of the complex political situation as they endure perilous travels and sudden battles, dire wounds, capture and escape.”  http://www.amazon.com/Eragon-Inheritance-Book-Christopher-Paolini/dp/0375826688 

· This is a good book for students who are interested in science fiction and fantasy to read for a book report. The symbols can be discussed and the characters can be analyzed to learn more about the book as a whole. 
20. Plath, Sylvia. (2000). The Bell Jar. Harper Perennial Modern Classics. 
· 12th grade 

· Psychology/ fiction 

· “Plath was an excellent poet but is known to many for this largely autobiographical novel. The Bell Jar tells the story of a gifted young woman's mental breakdown beginning during a summer internship as a junior editor at a magazine in New York City in the early 1950s. The real Plath committed suicide in 1963 and left behind this scathingly sad, honest and perfectly-written book, which remains one of the best-told tales of a woman's descent into insanity.” http://www.amazon.com/Bell-Jar-Novel-Perennial-Classics/dp/0060930187 

· This classic book can be read for students to understand the difficult views of women in the 1950s America. This is interesting to compare with the lives of the author and for students to understand that the life of the author is very important to understanding the work of literature that they wrote. 

21. Shakespeare, William. Macbeth.
· 10th grade

· Drama 

· “In 1606 William Shakespeare, the Bard of Avon, wrote a play which would go down in history as the cursed Scottish play after numerous mishaps during production. It was written for his new patron, James I (James VI of Scotland), following the death of Queen Elizabeth. James was interested in witchcraft and Scotland, and hence the themes in the play. Banquo is James's ancestor. The play itself tells the story of a man, urged by his wife and foretold by prophecy, who commits regicide in order to gain power. Unfortunately, due to numerous quirks of language and obscure allusions, the play is difficult to understand without assistance.” http://library.thinkquest.org/2888/  

· This play by Shakespeare is a good play for students to understand symbols used throughout. It helps students understand themes and motives. Through a character analysis, students can learn more about why people act the way that they do. 
22. Stevenson, Robert Louis. (2003). Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. New York City; Signet Classics. 
· 10th grade and up 

· History/ mystery 

· “Published in 1886, THE STRANGE CASE OF DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE was an instant sensation and had a tremendous impact on later generations; it would not be an exaggeration to say that there have been hundreds of stage and film productions drawn either directly or indirectly from the original Robert Louis Stevenson story. Readers who come to the story from these adaptations, however, will very likely be surprised: few of them do more than borrow Stevenson's central concept. 
Unlike the numerous stage and film adaptations, Dr. Jekyll is not a young or remarkably handsome man, nor the book does not contain any of the romantic subplots to which its adaptations are prone. At approximately one hundred pages, the story is very direct and extremely well suited to Stevenson's very precise style, which is very clean yet extremely evocative and very readable.” http://www.amazon.com/Dr-Jekyll-Hyde-Signet-Classics/dp/0451528956 

· This is an excellent book for students to look at metaphor and symbols. It can seem like a mystery until the end, so reading it will help students to learn to be more critical readers and comprehend what they read. 
23. Thurber, James.(1999). My Life and Hard Time.  New York City: Harper Perennial Modern Classics

· 10th grade and up 

· Autobiography/ memoir 
· “James Thurber actually does tell something of the story of his life in this famed biography, but mostly he just moseys along telling stories with his trademark dry, mopey wit. The very first chapter--"The Night the Bed Fell"--begins with the laconic observation, "I suppose that the high-water mark of my youth in Columbus, Ohio, was the night the bed fell on my father." Thurber goes on to explain how his grandmother felt that electricity leaked if not plugged up, a preoccupation that kept her busy filling in every gap in every lamp or outlet in the house. All the chapters are pretty much entitled with the name of some highlight of Thurber's Ohio youth: "The Day the Dam Broke" and "The Night the Ghost Got In" and that sort of thing. What the chapters all have in common is that Thurber is a brilliant storyteller who manages to make the most plebian, everyday happenings matters of sparkling humor.” 

· http://www.amazon.com/Life-Hard-Times-Perennial-Classics/dp/0060933089 

· This is an autobiography that will help students to learn about history and also compare the past with the present. The students can also look at the life of an author and how he felt at certain times in his life. 
24. Walker, Alice. (1990). The Color Purple. Pocket. 
· 12th grade 

· Fiction/ African American fiction 
· “Novel by Alice Walker, published in 1982. It won a Pulitzer Prize in 1983. A feminist novel about an abused and uneducated black woman's struggle for empowerment, the novel was praised for the depth of its female characters and for its eloquent use of black English vernacular.

· "The Color Purple" is one of the strongest statements of how love transforms and cruelty disfigures the human spirit that this reviewer has ever read. Alice Walker gives us Celie, 14 years old when the book opens, who has been raped, abused, degraded and twice impregnated by her father. After he takes her children away from her without a so much as a word, he marries her off like a piece of chattel to her husband, who is so cold, distant and inhuman to her that she can only refer to him as Mr; and this person deprives her of her sister Nettie, the only one who ever loved her.”
· http://www.amazon.com/Color-Purple-Alice-Walker/dp/0671727796
· This novel is a good example of the thoughts of race in the early 1980s. The conflict of gender can be discussed. And the changes in the role of women and family can be seen in this book. 

25. Wells, H.G. (2002). The Time Machine. New York City: New American Library. 
· 9th grade reading 

· Science fiction/fantasy readers 

· “Grade 3-5-- An adaptation of a major portion of H. G. Wells's classic. Rapid-fire short sentences and sentence fragments set the pace and add to the intensity of the action. The Time Traveler and several of his friends are quickly introduced, and then readers are immediately drawn into the future world. The protagonist narrowly survives his initial travels, returning to tell his friends about his harrowing adventures. He sets off once again, leaving the story's end in question--possibly motivating readers to turn to the original for further exploration. Eden's numerous black-and-white drawings are effective in enhancing the narrative. While certainly not a substitute or replacement for the depth and perspectives offered by the real thing, this version lends itself to presentation and discussion with young readers about the genre and about Wells's creative genius in an era long before Steven Spielberg. --Janie Schomberg, Leal Elementary School, Urbana, IL” 

· http://www.amazon.com/Time-Machine-Signet-Classics/dp/0451528557 

· This novel can be used to discuss themes and metaphors. The writer had thoughts of the present times when he was writing this book. This helps students to realize that to understand the meaning of the work, sometimes they need to look at the history of the period when it was written. 
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This article gives strategies that teachers use in English language arts classrooms to help students learn to read. The article gives the strategies and the research that support them. This article gives different strategies that teachers can use that will help them in their own classroom. 
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This article addresses the issue of helping students learn to read on grade level. The short article has ten steps to help teachers implement good teaching strategies that help students learn to read for their grade level in an English language arts classroom. 
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This paper addresses the problem that many students are not reading on grade level. The paper gives information on how to help students better learn to read for their grade level. The paper also gives examples of how to apply this to an English language arts classroom which is my content area. 
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This website is the official website for Robert Marzano. It has the books that he has written about teaching strategies and links to purchase them. He also writes articles that are posted on the website. 
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This website gives book reviews and discussions about a few of Robert Marzano’s teaching strategy books. They are summarized and the main points are written out on this website in a quick to read format. This is a good resource for teachers to quickly look up the strategies and how to implement them. 
